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The Foreign Languages Department has been included in the Project 1.7  
Individual Training and Education Program (ITEP) the NATO Smart Defence 
initiative – categorization Sharing. The aim of the project is by sharing capabilities to 
help the individual training in English language for attaining NATO standards for 
reaching interoperability among NATO countries – members and partners. This 
sharing will also contribute for the creation of mutual bases and understanding of the 
military and strategic culture of the nations.

The mission of the Foreign Languages Department is to improve the military 
personnel qualification by providing high-quality English language training that meets 
the standards for adequately and professionally delivered service in an international 
environment and thus, enhancing interoperability, to support the MoDs, NATO, PfP, 
EU, and MD member countries' goals.

VISIONVISION

MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT



COURSESCOURSES

The Foreign Languages Department (FLD) conducts regular standardized 
English language training that is based mainly on the American Language Course 
textbooks, developed by the Defence Language Institute at Lackland AFB, San 
Antonio, Texas, USA. The English language training fully meets the requirements and 
follows the recommendations of NATO Bureau for International Language 
Coordination (BILC).

The instruction strategy is trainee-directed. The instructors apply the 
functional skill-building approach and take into consideration group readiness.

The course syllabus is covered in 6 lessons a day, 5 days a week in 
classrooms, language laboratories and a Resource Center. Additional individual 
and/or group consultations are offered twice a week.

The ALCPТ tests are used as placement tests to determine the English 
language proficiency level of the trainees. All course graduates who have reached 
min. 50 p.  ALCPT sit  for  a  STANAG 6001 exam.

   The intensive English language training at FLD is provided in 16-week long-

term courses and 4-week refresher courses.

Preparatory English 
Language Course

English Language 
Course – level 1

English Language 
Course – level 2

English Language 
Course – level 3

Refresher Preparatory 
English Language 
Course

Refresher English 
Language Course – 
level 1

Refresher English 
Language Course – 
level 2

Refresher English 
Language Course – 
level 3

English for Multinational 
Operations – 
specialized English 
course

16 

16 

16 

16

4

4

4

4

3

ALC book 1-10

ALC book 11-20;
North Star 3

ALC book 21-30;
North Star 4

ALC book 31-34;
North Star 5

Headway Elementary

Headway
Pre-Intermediate

Headway
Intermediate/

Upper Intermediate

Headway
Advanced

General Military Topics;
Campaign 2;3

minimum entry
level

minimum entry
level

-

40 p. ALCPT

60 p. ALCPT/ 
1111 STANAG 

6001

80 p. ALCPT/ 
2222 STANAG 

6001

35 p. ALCPT

45 p. ALCPT

65 p. ALCPT/ 
1111 STANAG 

6001

85 p. ALCPT/ 
2222 STANAG 

6001

60 p. ALCPT/ 
+ + + +1 1 1 1  STANAG 

6001

minimum exit
level

minimum exit
level

40 p. ALCPT

60 p. ALCPT/ 1111 
STANAG 6001

80 p. ALCPT/ 2222 
STANAG 6001

90 p. ALCPT/ 3333 
STANAG 6001

40 p. ALCPT

60 p. ALCPT/ 1111 
STANAG 6001

80 p. ALCPT/ 2222 
STANAG 6001

90 p. ALCPT/ 3333 
STANAG 6001
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GENERAL ENGLISH

Preparatory English Language Course

Course Objective:

Learning Objectives:

Course Prerequisites: 

Target group: 

Duration:

GENERAL ENGLISH

Preparatory English Language Course

Course Objective:

Learning Objectives:

Course Prerequisites: 

Target group: 

Duration:

The Intensive English Language Course – Preparatory English Language 
Course is designed and developed to meet the needs NATO, PfP, EU and MD 
countries  will face as part of their participation in international 
missions, drills, qualification and military courses in an English-speaking 
environment. 

Developing and improving trainees' productive and receptive skills in the 
English language.  

Upon completion of training, trainees shall be able to:

- understand common familiar phrases and short sentences about everyday 
needs;

- comprehend texts and speech concerning basic needs;

- read and listen to very simple connected texts in everyday survival and 
workplace situations;

- understand both by reading and listening short notes, announcements, highly 
predictable descriptions of people, places or things, brief explanations of 
geography, government, and currency systems; short sets of instructions and 
directions;

- maintain simple face-to-face communication in typical everyday situations;

- work with the language by combining and recombining familiar, learned 
elements of speech; 

- elicit and provide predictable information; 

- express satisfaction, dissatisfaction, and confirmation;

- convey basic intentions by writing short, simple sentences, joined by common 
linking words.

There is no security clearance requirement for course attendance.

Privates and NCOs from NATO, EU, PfP and MD countries.

 
Total duration of course 16 weeks (480 hours – 6 lessons a day, 5 days a 

week).

Not more than 12 trainees in a group.  

Enlisted Personnel



Learning Objectives:Learning Objectives:
Developing and improving trainees' productive and receptive English 

language skills.  
Upon completion of the course, trainees should be able to:

- read authentic material on familiar subjects;

- understand specific and factual texts which include information about 
description of persons, places, and events;

- understand conversations on everyday social and routine job-related topics;

- show ability to follow essential points of discussion or speech on topics in their 
special professional field;

- comprehend the general meaning of spoken language from the media;

- narrate current, past, and future activities and events; 

- state facts; compare and contrast; 

- elaborate on common daily communicative situations;

- summarize, elicit specific information and systematize it; 

- locate and understand the main ideas and details in written materials; 

- write personal and routine workplace correspondence.
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Level 1Level 1

Course Objective:Course Objective:
The Intensive English Language Course – Level 1 is designed and developed 

to meet the needs NATO, PfP, EU and MD countries military and civilian staff will 
face as part of their participation in international missions, drills, qualification and 
military courses in an English-speaking environment. 

Course Prerequisites: Course Prerequisites: 
40 p. ALCPT
There is no security clearance requirement for course attendance.

Target group: Target group: 

Civilians, privates, NCOs and Commissioned officers from NATO, EU, PfP 

and MD countries.

Duration: Duration: 
Total duration of course 16 weeks (480 hours – 6 lessons a day, 5 days a 

week).

Not more than 12 trainees in a group. 
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Level 2

Course Objective:

Learning Objectives:

Course Prerequisites: 

Target group:

Duration: 

Level 2

Course Objective:

Learning Objectives:

Course Prerequisites: 

Target group:

Duration: 

The Intensive English Language Course – Level 2 is designed and developed 
to meet the needs NATO, PfP, EU and MD countries military and civilian staff will 
face as part of their participation in international missions, drills, qualification and 
military courses in an English-speaking environment. 

Developing and improving trainees' productive and receptive skills in the 
English language.  

Upon completion of the course trainees should be able to:

- understand information from different media;

- take part as listeners and produce not very complicated presentations, in 

briefings and at conferences both on familiar and unfamiliar subject matter;

- demonstrate comprehension of simple abstract concepts while discussing a 

range of topics; 

- read and comprehend military publications – short articles, press excerpts on 

social, political and military topics; 

- acquire vocabulary on general topics pertaining to the daily routine, the social, 

political, economic and cultural life, the structure, aims and equipment of the 

Armed Forces and peace-keeping operations;

- read and comprehend military publications;

- write formal and informal letters, reports and presentations on topics;

- write personal and routine workplace correspondence.

There is no security clearance requirement for course attendance.

 
Civilians, privates, NCOs and Commissioned officers from NATO, EU, PfP 

and MD countries.

Total duration of course 16 weeks (480 hours – 6 lessons a day, 5 days a 
week).

Not more than 12 trainees in a group. 

60 p. ALCPT/ 1111 STANAG 6001



-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Level 3Level 3

Course Objective:Course Objective:
The Intensive English Language Course – Level 3 is designed and developed 

to meet the needs NATO, PfP, EU and MD countries military and civilian staff will 
face as part of their participation in international missions, drills, qualification and 
military courses in an English-speaking environment. 

Learning Objectives:Learning Objectives:
Developing and improving trainees' productive and receptive skills in the 

English language.  

Upon completion of the course trainees should be able to:

-  make conclusions and inferences, follow argumentation;

- identify speaker's attitude; humor, irony or other emotional nuances;

- understand formal and informal utterances on familiar and unfamiliar 
professional and or abstract topics;

- recognize different styles, understand most common idioms;

- extract the global meaning of a read text, make inferences and conclusions;

- read authentic texts on general, abstract and professional topics;

- explain cause and effect, give arguments, evidence and examples; 

- analyze, hypothesize and persuade in a specific or abstract context;

   demonstrate functional writing skills;-

- write well supported texts and documents on professional, social, abstract or 
everyday topics.

Course Prerequisites: Course Prerequisites: 
80 p. ALCPT/ 2222 STANAG 6001
There is no security clearance requirement for course attendance.

Target group:Target group: 
Civilians, privates, NCOs and Commissioned officers from NATO, EU, PfP 

and MD countries.

Duration:Duration: 
Total duration of course 16 weeks (480 hours – 6 lessons a day, 5 days a 

week).

Not more than 12 trainees in a group.
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SPECIALIZED ENGLISHSPECIALIZED ENGLISH

English for Multinational OperationsEnglish for Multinational Operations

Course objectives:Course objectives:
The aim of English for Multinational Operations is to provide staff officers from 

NATO, PfP, EU, MD countries with practice in the English language skills, knowledge, 
and terminology they will need to participate in multinational operations. 

Learning objectives:Learning objectives:
Improving trainees' productive and receptive skills in the English language.

Upon completion of the course, the trainees will:

- apply their communicative skills in their area of expertise;

- posses linguistic competence needed in multinational operation;

- develop consistent understanding of international military standards;

- gain insight into NATO and UN related topics.

Course Prerequisites:Course Prerequisites:   

There is no security clearance requirement for course attendance.

Target group:Target group: 
Civilians, privates, NCOs and Commissioned officers from NATO, EU, PfP 

and MD countries.

Duration: Duration: 
Total duration of course 3 weeks (90 hours – 6 lessons a day, 5 days a 

week).

  Not more than 12 trainees in a group.

60 p. ALCPT/ 1 1 1 1  STANAG 6001+ + + +



The FLD can also host courses organized on request.  The specialized courses are 
as follows:

1. Specialized English courses:

- OPERATIONAL AVIATION ENGLISH;

- TACTICAL ENGLISH IN PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS;

- TACTICAL ENGLISH FOR THE LAND FORCES;

- AVIATION ENGLISH – TERMINOLOGY AND RADIOTELEPHONY.

2. Qualification courses held in English:

- COURSE FOR STAFF OFFICERS FOR PARTICIPATION IN UN PEACEKEEPING 
OPERATIONS;

- PREPARATION FOR OFFICERS WHO WILL PARTICIPATE IN EUFOR, KFOR, AND 
ISAF PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS;

- CIMIC IN MULTINATIONAL OPERATIONS;
- PREPARATION FOR MILITARY OBSERVERS FOR UN MISSIONS AND 

OPERATIONS.

The specialized courses can be preceded by short-termed English Language 
Refresher Courses.

The teaching staff of the Foreign Languages Department includes 24 
professional instructors all with significant experience, expertise and qualification and 
all having M.A. in English Studies. All of them have also attended a number of 
qualification courses in the USA, Canada and UK.

For the courses on request, the lecturers are from “G. S. Rakovski” 
National Defence Academy and “V. Levski” National Defence University (Aviation 
Faculty).

 
“The language teaching process was very well organized, prepared and 

conducted.”; “This course gave me a lot of new knowledge.”; “The teachers were 
great. Thanks.”; “Thank you for your effort, time and hospitality.”

INSTRUCTORS

Students' comments:









The Republic of Bulgaria

SHUMENSHUMEN


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

